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COURSE OBJECTIVES:
e This course aims to impart knowledge about the fundamentals of Political Science.
e This course is designed to familiarize the learners with the basic ideas, concepts, approaches, theories and
issues in Political Science.

LEARNING OUTCOMES:
After completion, a learner is expected to:
e Acquire domain knowledge on the discipline.
e Develop a general understanding of Political Science as a distinct subject of study and its inter-disciplinary
character as well.

SYLLABUS:
Unit I: Political Science and Political Theory
a. Meaning, Nature and Scope of Political Science;
b. Approaches: Traditional, Philosophical, Historical and Marxist;
c. Modern Approaches: Behaviouralism and Post-Behaviouralism;
d. Relationship of Political Science with History, Economics, and Sociology.

Unit-II: State: Origin and Nature

a. Definition and Elements of State; Difference between State, Society, and Association;
b. Theories of Origin of State: Historical and Social Contract;

c. Theories of Nature of State: Liberal and Marxist;

d. Sovereignty: Monistic and Pluralistic theory.

Unit-11I: Key concepts in Political Science

a. Equality: Definitions and Dimensions;

b. Liberty: Definitions; Positive and Negative Liberty;
c. Justice: Definitions; Liberal and Marxist;

d. Interrelationship between Liberty and Equality.

Unit-1V: Issues in Political Science

a. Liberalism: Definition and Features;

b. Nationalism: Definition and Features;

c. Multiculturalism: Definition and Features.
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