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A proud moment:
National recognition NSS Unit 2

A proud moment as Principal Dr. P. K. Mishra receives the prestigiou#-l
Presidential Award from Honble President Draupadi Murmu, 8
recognizing NSS Unit 2 as one of the best units in the pation.
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Our Campus: a crucible where ideas collide, perspectives shatter,
and bold new visions of the world are born



EDITORIAL

WELCOME TO UNMESH 2024: A CELEBRATION OF GENUINE CREATIVITY

Dear Raaders,

We are thrillad to present the 2824 edition of Unmeash, our annual college magazina. In
these pages, you'll discover a treasure trove of original werks from our talented students,
cdedicated teachers, and hardworking office associates.

In today's: world of Al-generated content and social media filters, it's becoming
increazingly challenging to distinguish between asuthentic creativity and artificial
imitations. At our college, we've always champloned the power of the written word,
encouraging our studants to express thelr genulna thoughts and ideas.

Why do we place such emphasis on original writing? We
belisve that words flowing from a fertila mind have the

FATRON IN CHIEF power to strengthen one's self-confidsnce. This sslf-
Sri Jayanta Moulik assurance is cruclal in our current ‘post-truth® era;
President, G.B. where misinformation runs rampant. It equips students
with the tools needed to navigate the complexities of
PATRON the modern world and stand firm in their convictions.
Dr P.K.Mishra TE
) Throughout the year, our mission has been to nurture a
F sansa of positivity and creative spirit in our students.
We =trive to creste an environment where they feel
EDITOR IN CHIEF empowarad to explors their imagination, hone their
D_l"-ﬂfﬂ-ﬂh B-lllli : writing skills, and develop their unigue voless. Each
Associate Prof.in Enalish piace in this magazine is a testament to that journey — a
gnapshot of a mind in bloom;, capturing thoughts;
EDITORIAL BOARD emotions, and perspectives uniguely theirs,
Dr Romyani Goswami )
Associate Professor in Phusics As you flip through these pages, you'll discover diverse
i content, from thought-provoking essays that challenge
S conventional wisdom, teo wvivid poetry that palnts
hna Mandal pictures with words, short stories that transport you to
SALT in Geography rew worlds;, and insightful articles on important issuss,
Akash Rao We invite you to immerse yoursalf in the following
Assistant Professor in Hindi (Mgt) pages and experience the unique voices of our college
community.
ILLUSTRATIONS Enjoy the read!

Ashis Soha, Geogrophy 5th Sem Hons  \Warm ragards,
Adrina Lepcha, Geography, 5th Sem Hons
(‘Jll-‘w

- Atnab Bagil
& =Ll
Surya Sen Mahavidyalaya Editor in Chief
Block B, Surya Sen Colony On behalf of the Editortal Team
Siliguri: 734004

— ) )=
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Inspiring Inisighls

Mamata Banerjee, Hon'ble Chief Minister, Govt. of West Bengal
Sri Goutam Deb, Mayor, siliguri Municipa Corporation

Sri Ranjan Sarkar, Deputy Mayor, Siliguri Municipa Corporation

Dr. Debasis Dutta , Registrar (Officiating), University of North Bengal
Message from President, Governing Body, S5M

Message from the Principal

HAAC Special

NAAC Accredition: A catalyst for institutional Transformation by
Dr. Bableee Mandal

NAAC Peer Team Visit: A Pictorial Journey
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English

The Dra’Alken War, Archismian Guha Honours, 5th Semester
The Role of Alin The Workiforce,

A Poet's Dilemma, Rupesh Chhetri, Honours, 5th Semester

Eternal Teachings, Samriddhva Rana, Chemiscy Honours, 6th Semester
Lost in the Labyrinth of Life, Sumana Saha, Alumni, Department E:ng'likh

The Dreadful Night,
Archana Agarwal, 3rd Semester, Major, Department of Commerce

The Essence of Freedom,
Smriti Tamang, Alumni, Department of English, 2022 Batch

AWork of Art in the Age of Al, Srijita Sarkar, Assistant Professor (Mgr) English

Reflecting on Gender Equality: Artificial Intelligence, Data Bias, and Encouraging

Women in STEM, Sristi Mondal, Assiseant Professor, Dept. ufSuciniug}r

The Rikshawala, Rupesh Chhetri, Honours, 5th Semester

Beauty Standard, Vaisnawee Sarki, English Honours,ith Semester
Hell and Heaven, Mayuri Chakraborty, English Honours,5th Semester
Dreams That ComeTrue, Chahat [aiswal, 2nd Semester

The Last Garden, Ahnush Mizar, B.Com Honours

A Deceptive Dance of Hearts,
Arpita Bhntr&charya. Chemistry BSc {major) 3rd sem

Biliguri Under Siege: The Climate Crisis and Its Impacts,
Sudeshna Mandal, SACT, Dept. of Geography
Route To Khalubar, Deepraj Ghataney , B.com,Honours, 6 semester

Artificial Intelligence In Drug Discovery,
Mou Biswas, Alumni, Department c)FC]:mm.istr_t,'

Digital Life, Sakshi Jaiswal.B.com Hons

A Journey of Growth and Gratitude: My Three Years at Surya Sen Mahavidyalaya,

e
\

Shaibal Mitra, BCom Honours, 6th Semester

Bob: Forever in Our Hearts,

Somedutta Mukherjee, English Honours, 6th Semester
Darjeeling: The Tranquil Queen of the Himalayas,
Nikita [ha, English Major, 3rd Semester

Guwahati Outreach Programme: A Memorable Experience
Vaghyashree Mahato, Sociology, 6th Semester Honours

Exploring Sericulture in Kalimpong: A Journey of Learning and Dismrr

Abhishek Sanyasi, B. Com, 6th semester
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Mamata Banerjee ( HIEF MINISTER, WEST BENGAL

22" August, 2024

MESSAGE

I am glad to learn that the 26" Foundation Day Celebration of
Surya Sen Mahavidyalaya, Siliquri, Dist. Jalpaiguri, will be held in a
befitting manner at the premises of the college on 15" September, 2024,

My hearﬁestfgraet‘rngs and best wishes to the students, teachers,
and the support staff members of the institution on the occasion, I wish

the Foundation Day Celebration all success. m‘A

(Mamata Banerjee)

The Principal

Surya Sen Mahavidyalaya
Surya Sen Colony, Block - B
Siliguri - 734 004

Dist. Jalpaiguri

Nabanna, West Bengal Secreturiat, Howrah -711 102
West Bengal, India
Tel: + 91 -33-22145555, + 91-33-22143101
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Mayor
Goutam Deb Siliguri Municipal Corporation
No. Jﬂ_sﬂj@ Er\'\.c__/ 2024-25 Date: 04 j""”%mf

MESSAGE

[ am glad to leam that Surya Sen Mahavidyalaya is going to publish its 25" edition of
Annual Magazine “UNMESH"™ in the academic year 2024-25. This is a significant milestone for
the institution, and it is a testament to the hard work and dedication of the faculty, staff, and
students.

The college magazine serves many useful purposes. Most importantly it brings out the
latest creative talemts of the students and thus helps them to form the habit of reading and
writing.

| would like 1o extend my warmest congratulations to all the teachers, staff and students
for the publication of the 25th edition of their Annual Magazine “UNMESH",

]
/ L
.""- -_'_'-._F'-'_
(s
(Goutam Deb)
To,
Dr. P.K. Mishra
Principal

Surya Sen Mahavidyalaya
Surya Sen Colony, Block-B
Dist, Jalpaiguri
Siliguri-734004

arTEE cars, ot ffasfe, e wiefm-qoso0s, @R osee- 189308, St ansyy, T & mayorsme2022@gmail com
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- fafmafe oftg foom
- HELEY W (T ) Deputy Mayor
3 Ranjan Sarkar (Rarna) o Siliguri Municipal Corporation
N Y2 SMC oute.. 25 09/102%.
MESSAGE

| am immensely happy to learn that Surya Sen Mahavidyalaya,
Siliguri is going to publish the 26 edition of the Annual College Magazine

“Unmesh” for the academic year 2024-25.
The College magazine is going to promote the creativity of the

students & participants highlighting the achievements of the College during
the last year. It is a productive component which exhibits the creative ideas
and literary skills of the students, faculties, staff and other stake holders.

I convey my gratitude and heartiest congratulations to all the
students, faculties, staff and the editorial team for bringing together this

edition of the magazine.
| wish the magazine and the College a grand success.

-

p’(.’a_')"",h‘}-d 5 /it

Rﬁnian Sa kar(Rana)
Deputy Mayor
Siliguri Municipal Corporation

Dr. P. K. Mishra

Principal

Surya Sen Mahavidyalaya
Surya Sen Colony, Block - B
Dist. Jalpaiguri

Aram s e, et o fefaalfs, cont ¢ wiflfn G8Booy, OFF § o808 958554, (U1 % pwods diduo, resds oo3pe, T-CHH ¢ mfnsrtr]ﬂ-@gmil.tﬂfﬂ
Baghajatin Road, P.O. Siligur, Dist. Darfjesling-734001, Tel.; 0353-T969217, Mob. : 98323 56560, 83319 03193, Email. rjnsrke353@gmail.com







UNIVERSITY OF NORTH BENGAL

Aceredited by NAAC with Grade B++
Dr. Debasis Dutta . Phone: (0353277633 172695008
Registrar{ Officiating) Fax : (0353) 2776313, 2695001
P.O. North Bengal University Visit us at : hitp/fwww.nbuac.in
Dist. Darjeeling, West Bengal Email : regnbu@nbu.ac.in

Pin: 734013 ; :
—————— ———  —  ———
Ref. No. 480 /R-2024 Date:04.09.2024
Message

Itis great pleasure to learn that Surya Sen Mahavidyalaya, Siliguri is publishing the College
magazine-UNMESH. I would like to congratulate the Principal, entire management and
the students of the College who have worked tirelessly to make this occasion a grand

SUCCess,

1 wish the publication of the magazine a grand success and convey my best wishes to all. [
hope the College grows from strength to strength in the days to come and achieve success

which will inspire the students and the stakeholders to bring laurels to the College.

M o4l a|ony
Registrar (Officiating)






From the President's Desk

As President of the Governing Body (GB), I've developed a profound connection with this
institution. Closely observing daily activities, I've witnessed the college fraternity's
passionate dedication to their work. This commitment has inspired me to strengthen my
bond with the college, assuming the role of a guardian and guide.

This year marked our college's second NAAC assessment, and we're delighted to have
achieved a commendable B+ grade, narrowly missing B++. I extend my heartfelt
congratulations to our Principal for his exceptional leadership in streamlining operations
and to the IQAC coordinator for her exemplary dedication and unwavering pursuit of
excellence, Our teaching and non-teaching staff, your efforts are integral to our success,
and we are immensely grateful for your sincere dedication to meeting [QAC's
requirements. As GB President, my team and I focused on bolstering confidence,
emphasizing that we can achieve great things with proper planning and diligent work,
and your contributions have been invaluable.

However, with achievement comes renewed responsibility. While we've overcome many
challenges, there's still room for improvement. We must cultivate a robust research
culture, encouraging every faculty member to contribute innovative ideas that benefit
both the individual and society at large. The GB has consistently supported this initiative,
approving IQAC's proposals in this direction.

Furthermore, we need to foster a spirit of collaboration and enthusiasm in organizing
events. This involves full participation from faculty, office associates, and students,
aligning with the concept of a true fraternity. Such engagement will enhance our
collective experience and strengthen our institutional identity.

As GB President, I assure you of our unwavering commitment and full support for any
creative endeavors that enhance our institution's reputation. We're navigating
challenging times, and strong coordination among students, teachers, and otfice staff is
crucial for elevating our college to new heights.

You can rest assured that we are fully committed to this journey of success.

1 extend my best wishes to the college community. Let's continue to work together,
nurturing an environment of academic excellence, innovation, and collective growth. Our
recent achievements are a testament to our potential, and I'm confident that with
continued dedication and collaborative efforts, we can surpass our current
accomplishments and set new benchmarks in edueational excellence. The future is
bright, and I look forward to our shared journey towards even greater success.

Javanta Moulik
President . GB

UNMESH 2024






Message from Principal’'s Desk

Surya Sen Mahavidyalaya (SSM) is a co-educational college located in Siliguri.
Established on September 15, 1998, the college offers undergraduate courses in all three
streams: Arts, Science, and Commerce. It is one of the first five prime co-education
colleges of Siliguri. The college has been affiliated with North Bengal University since
1998, and it is recognized by UGC under 2(f) and 12(b). Additionally, it is an ISO
9001:2015 for Quality Management System, 180 21001: 2018 for Management Systems
for Educational Organization & 180 14001:2015 for Environmental Management.

The year 2023-24 is a memorable year in the history of our institution. This year the
institution has received the National Award for NSS Unit II from the HE, President of
India. 2ndly, the college has received provisional affiliation for starting of M.A course in
Bengali, English, History & Political Science on self-financing mode from the session
2024-2025. Further, the institution has also signed an MOU with Avlon Shiksha Niketan,
Siliguri to start 4 year BBA programme on Tourism, Aviation and Hospitality
Management in self-financing mode. The institution has also signed an MOU with IIT-
Kharagpur for Entrepreneurship Development Skill of our students.

We feel proud to inform all that our institution is re-accredited by NAAC increasing it’s
grade from “C’ in 2019 to “B+’ in 2024, For this achievement, on behalf of the institution,
1 express my heartfelt gratitude to all the stakeholders. The Mahavidyalaya has
received 1st Prize in sub-divisional level Kanyashree Praklpo, a dream project of our
Hon'ble Chief Minister.

Further, in co-curricular activities, our NSS Volunteers and NCC Cadets have actively
participated in different social outreach programmes organized by the state
government. Our NS8 volunteers and NCC cadets represent the University, college and
the state in different activities and duly recognized by the state government and
Hon’ble Governor of West Bengal.

UNMESH

2024



We take pride in providing quality education that equips our students with essential
skills, confidence, and a positive mindset for holistic development. Our college is
dedicated to achieving academic excellence while encouraging student participation in
co-curricular and extracurricular activities. We foster a supportive environment that
nurtures creativity, passion, resilience, and leadership, helping students develop into
well-rounded individuals. All departments are equipped with digital classrooms to
enhance the online teaching and learning experience.

As Principal, I believe that an institution's progress is primarily determined by student
performance in academics, sports, and cultural activities, along with a commitment to
high values and ethics. Our management strongly supports the overall development of
students, staff, and faculty. We are committed to producing quality graduates who are
competitive on an international level and capable of bringing meaningful change to
society. This aligns with our nation's goal of cultivating a generation of professionals
ready to tackle the challenges of a new world order.

I, congratulate all the stakeholders on this day and hope for more institutional
development in the coming years.

N

Dr. P.I:Mishl'a
Prineipal

UNMESH 2024



SPECIAL FEATURE ON NAAC ACCREDITATION

NAAC Accreditation:
A Gatalyst for Institutional Transformation

In the dynamic landscape of higher
education, accreditation has emerged as a powerful
catalyst for institutional growth and excellence. The
NAAC accreditation, in particular, has been a subject
of intense debate among educators and
administrators alike. While some view it as a mere
administrative exercise, our recent experience has
revealed it to be a transformative journey that not
only reshaped our institution but also redefined our
perspective on the essence of education.

The discourse surrounding institutional
rankings and accreditations is multifaceted and often
contentious. Proponents argue that these processes
provide invaluable platforms for colleges to monitor
their progress, foster healthy competition, and
inform decision-making at both institutional and
policy levels. They contend that rankings and
accreditations promote targeted improvements,
encourage scientific research, and motivate positive
change while offering regularly updated information
to stakeholders. However, critics raise valid concerns
about the potential pitfalls of such systems. They
argue that varying methodologies can create
confusion, and there is a risk of institutions
prioritizing ranking factors over genuine
educational quality. Moreover, critics point out that
many ranking systems often overlook crucial
geographic and social dimensions that significantly
impact an institution's performance and potential.

Amidst the diverse perspectives on
institutional rankings and accreditations, our
institution chose a unique path. We saw the NAAC
accreditation process not as a mere obligation, but as
a catalyst for institutional introspection and
improvement. This decision marked the beginning
of a profound journey of transformation that would
touch every aspect of our academic community.

Dr Bablee Mandal

As the IQAC coordinator, I initially
harboured doubts about the accreditation process.
The challenges seemed insurmountable, and
solutions often appeared to lie beyond our immediate
control. We grappled with the question of whether
this was merely a compulsory exercise or an
opportunity for meaningful growth. However, as we
delved deeper into the process, we discovered that it
was much more than a simple evaluation — it was a
mirror reflecting our institutional ethos, strengths,
and areas for improvement. Being part of the
accreditation process has been a personal journey of
discovery for me. It has reignited my passion for
teaching and leadership, resulting in a deeper
understanding of the role of an educator and
sparking a desire to contribute more meaningfully to
the institution. This sentiment has resonated with
many colleagues, leading to positive changes
throughout the academic community.

Our journey through the accreditation
process has been nothing short of revolutionary.
While our improved ranking from C to B+ grade is
certainly gratitfying, the true value lies in the
profound changes it has brought about in our
institutional culture and individual mindsets. The
process gave us a clear picture of our strengths,
weaknesses, and potential, reinforcing the ancient
wisdom of 'know thyself' in an organizational
context. This realization fostered a new sense of
unity and purpose among all members of our
academic community, making us feel connected and
partof ashared mission.

One of the most significant challenges we
taced was a substantial shortage of teachers for our
more than 8000 student-body. However, the
accreditation process taught us to innovate and
elevate our practices despite adversity. We learned

UNMESH 2024



the art of systematic documentation, which aided in
the accreditation process and improved our overall
administrative efficiency. We developed creative
solutions to resource constraints, leveraging
technology and collaborative learning
methodologies to ensure that our students received
quality education despite the faculty shortage.

The NAAC accreditation is a definitive wake-
up call, compelling us to recalibrate our approach as
educators. It thrust us into a rigorous platform that
demanded an unwavering commitment to
continuous skills enhancement and knowledge
advancement. This experience resurfaces the pivotal
role of research in higher education, inciting faculty
members to immerse themselves in impactful
research to fortity their teaching and make
substantial contributions to their respective
disciplines. Such an intensified focus on research can
elevate the quality of education we impart and firmly
establish our institution as a significant player in the
broader academic discourse.

Moreover, the accreditation process
emphasized that institutional quality extends far
beyond the confines of the classroom. It highlighted
our responsibility to engage with society, address
pressing issues like environmental pollution and
social inequalities, and contribute to nation-building.
This realization fostered a spirit of collaboration
both within our institution and with external
stakeholders, reinforcing the power of collective
action in driving meaningful change.

In these times of social upheaval, we have to
recognized our pivotal role as educators in shaping a
just and equitable society. The accreditation process
has compelled us to critically examine our teaching
methodologies, objectives, and impact, reinforcing
the idea that teaching is not just a profession, but a
calling—a passion to inspire and make a lasting
difference in the lives of our students and the broader
community. The process also highlighted the
importance of holistic education. We realized that
our responsibility extends beyond imparting subject
knowledge to nurturing well-rounded individuals
capable of navigating the complexities of the
modern world. This led to a renewed focus on
extracurricular activities, soft skills development,
and character-building initiatives.

UNMESH 2024

If we want to grow, we must be committed to
discarding outdated practices and embracing
innovation as we progress. Under the dynamic
leadership of our Principal, we are poised to take on
more significant challenges and push the boundaries
of educational excellence. We are exploring new
pedagogical approaches, integrating technology into
our teaching-learning process, and fostering an
environment that encourages creativity and critical
thinking.

The NAAC accreditation process has been an
invigorating journey of self-discovery, innovation,
and transformation. It has revitalized our
commitment to education and instilled in us a
renewed sense of purpose. We now understand that
quality assurance in education is not a destination but
a continuous journey of improvement and
adaptation, motivating us to pursue nothing short of
excellence.

As we continue to evolve, we remailn
committed to nurturing future leaders and
advancing knowledge and society. Rankings or
grades do not define our success, but by the lasting
impact we have on our students and contributions to
our community and nation. This dedication fuels our
pride and strengthens our resolve.

While debates on institutional rankings
persist, our experience with NAAC shows their value
in fostering growth and excellence. When embraced
with the right mindset, these processes become tools
for self-assessment and continuous improvement,
cultivating a culture of quality in higher education.
Moving forward, we do so with renewed enthusiasm,
ready to face challenges and seize opportunities in
the ever-changing landscape of higher education.

[ The author is an associate professor of
chemistry and is the IQAC coordinator at the
college.”]



Homouring History:
NAAC Team Garlands

Surya Sen’s Slatue

Principal, Dr. LK. Mishra. Welcomes
NAAC Team: We're Glad You're Here

NAAC Visit: Recognizing Growth

and Shaping Future Goals

Our institution hosted the
NAAC peer team, led by Dr.
Meena Rajiv Chandrawarkar,
for evaluation on August 20-21,
2024. The team thoroughly
assessed our academic
programs, infrastructure, and
outreach initiatives, interacting
with stakeholders. The visit
showecased our commitment to
excellence and community
engagement. The team
expressed satisfaction with our
education quality, motivating
us to continue striving for
excellence. This evaluation
endorses our dedication to
improving the educational

experience and sets the stage Showeasing Exeellence: IQAC

for achieving even ]:ugher Coordinator, Dr. Bablee Mandal,
standards of excellence in the Presents Before NAAC Team
future.

UNMESH 2024



Exploring Our Well-Maintlained

Library Colleelions

Culting Edge Library: Showeasing
Library Managemenl Sollware

Engaging Minds: NAAC Team
Connects with Students

Visit 1o 1CC & Women's Cell:
United for Justice and Equality

NCC Displav: Honoring
Our Achievements

Meeting Our Students:
The Heartheat of Our College

UNMESH 2024



Ensuring Accountabilit Vv
Chairperson, Dr. Meena Rajeev
Foeused at Lhe Office: Chandrawarkar. Verifies Documents

Commilment in Action in the Office

Alumni Meeting: They've Lefl. Bul
Canteen Visit: Where Taste Meels Their Spirit Remains
Satisfaction

Gym Visit: A Healthy Body. A Strong Mind

UNMESH
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SSM Talent Unveiled: Live Porlrail of Grooving to the Beat: Rhythms

Surya Sen. the Great Revolutionary by That Move
Ankil Das

\SS Display: A Chroniele of Our
Success Slories

Exil Mleeting: Report Handover
A Testament to Our Unity and
Hard Work

AT

The (.l-(-.ll ssMC ummunilt with NAAC Peer Team: Together. We Achieve More

UNMESH 2024
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The Dra’Aken War

Archisman Guha
English Honours,5th Semester

I would have lived in peace. But my enemies brought me
war— Pierce Brown

T he sky screamed from the ashes of the war,
and the ground trembled from the echoes of
its madness.

But his strength always remained strong.

A fist rose from the rubble of" the churchyard,
and the King of Zenos emerged from the heap.
Compliments of his Dusk Armour, the
enchantments of those Tinker Mages held its
reputation —and his too.

His muscles groaned from the struggle. The
force by which he was thrown was godlike. It was a
miracle he could even think at this moment. He
shifted himself from the destroyed structure and
extracted his Halberd from where it was lying.

The holy ground had been a remembrance of
how peaceful the world can be. Now, it was a
reminder of pledges tarnished, of vows broken. His
waves of soldiers pockmarked the whole region. But
here, he could see the massacre. Bodies lying
sprawled over the ground. Bloodstains devastate the
holy ground. Some corpses were badly burned.
Others missed their limbs, with chunks of their
fleshes missing. A body lying near to him twitched.
The Soldier's eyes were open, yet no sound came
from it. It was anarchy all around. The King cannot
let their sacrifice be in vain. Also, the battle was
proving to be alost cause now. Trudging forward, he
readied himself to face the end — either of him or this
King of the fell beasts.

The massive Dra'Aken turned towards him.
It seems he was relishing the kills of his claws since
blood coated its mouth. Those were his men. This
Dra'Aken had rallied all its filthy horde, reasons
unknown, and suddenly they broke and commenced
their decimation of this whole world. His own
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kingdom was front-lined by thousands of his
officers. But he went to oversee the battle by taking
his own force with him and struck at the centre of
their enemy's stronghold. They were caught off
guard. The northern passes, the central kingdom,
the east and west coast, and the southern lands
mimicked this tactic. To siege directly upon their
own strongholds. It was a desperate spearhead attack
with a significant cost but it can be beneficial enough.

The King readied himself” and bellowed a cry,
aking challenging another king.

The Elder Dra'Aken focused its massive,
elongated head towards him. This sacred ground
was to be a bastion of its victory. But a delusion no
longer for its head would be enough to compensate
foralotot their victory.

The Elder Dra'Aken had skin like obsidian,
with spikes ridging his back up to the tip of its tail,
ending as a pointy spear. It had a v-shaped face and
head no more significant than an average elephant
yet its twin rows of pointy horns jutting from the
corner of its eyes mark the bestial proportions of the
King of all Dra'Akens. And the eyes always baftled
historians. Almost like a human, with a set of irises,
cornea, and pupil, but where there should be the
whites in an eye, theirs are accented with a crimson
shade.

"Thy power is vigorous, mortal King. It looks
that thou artinsistent enough to end thyself with my
scorched breath even though I continue flicking thou
like a tiny bug" the beast rumbled. The King kept
gazing left and right, focused yet forming something
in his mind.

“I had given thee three chances with me. Thy
might and power are not equal. Why rise? Art thou
really so angered? Wouldst it please thee to see the
massacre of this world thou call home? I would
transform this place from thine barbarity. We would



tollow the Terran Pactnolonger.”

Wary of his steps, the King procured a rope
from a soldier, slipped his sword and sheathed it on
his back.

“What meddling feat are they preparing for? I
have never borne a worthy opponent negligent in
thine fate, still brave enough to face thine maker,
mortal King."

Even to this, the King did not make a
comment. He was only searching for a flaw, which
shall forever end the ramblings of this beast. The
Dra'Aken unfolded its leathery wings and swished
and flicked its tail over the ground, a mocking
gesture to impart the first blow from the opponent. A
burning colour seemed to smear on the creature's
chest. So, the beast was also ready for the final blow.

Both hands gripping the Halberd, the King
rushed at the Dra'Aken with incredible speed. The
rage in the Dra'Aken's eyes lessened because the
King's move was pathetic, though it was deliberate
for him to confuse, and confuse it did. It is time to
change the aspect if the creature cannot be killed in
his element.

The beast began to belch fire, but the King
redirected his steps and sprinted across the
churchyard wall. The massive legs of the beast
propelled it towards its prey. It poured fire from its
mouth, but the King planted a foot on the front walls
and pushed sideways so we dodged the flames from
behind. He landed on the other side and slid down to
the ground just when the Elder beast came to maul
him. Activating his hidden contraption, two short-
barrelled cylinders unhooked from his sleeves and
formed position. Supported by thin metalled rods
intertwining his arms from the shoulder plates, these
weapons were made to stun such enemies. Those
barrels ejected two short balls that punched through
the armoury flesh of the beast. It shrieked in pain and
then, the King hefted his Halberd and swung it down
on the legs of the beast. Blade met flesh, it tore a
considerable chunk from the limbs. Whatever
armour has protected these beasts ever since, they
have now been weakened, as he was observing during
therantot the Elder creature.

How?

However, the beast flapped its wings.

Whatever flaw he found, it seemed the beast did too.
The King swiped his Halberd again and lodged it on
one of its legs. The Dra'Aken was airborne, and he
too went with him.

The Dra'Aken shook its legs to throw him off.
The upward draft of the wing tore at his eyes. The
Dra'Aken soared towards the nearest parapet to
crash him over the stony paths. He then leapt from
the leg, dropped himself down on the parapet, and
sprinted forward, keeping himselt parallel to the
dragon's movement. The dragon rained fire upon
him, but he held his position grabbed a shield from
one of the felled soldiers, and positioned it on the
path of the flames. The shield was able to absorb
most of the fire, but still, it singed his fingers. When
the flames stopped, the King unstrapped his sword
from the back and jumped towards the beast, but
instead, he latched upon one of the legs and climbed
towards its neck. The Elder was trying to fall him
with his flying manoeuvres. The King thanked his
sword on the flesh of the beast, a chance to have a
better grip. The beast made another guttural cry.
Now, this was a signal to his army.

The Dra'Aken soared left and right, and the
King tried to keep himself steady. The dragon is
shooted downwards. The King started to lose his
grip. Then the Dra'Aken flew northwards, banking
right and left, and again soared upwards. The
creature oriented its trajectory once more and flew
nimbly, parallel to the ground. Wind whipping at his
face, the King was slowly becoming disoriented. He
could see multiple shapes blocking the sky far ahead.
The Elder's hordes were coming. So was their King's
death.

“I believe this is the end, "Mortal" King" said
the lone man upon the Elder's back. The Dra'Aken
craned its neck sideways. The King pulled his sword
and planted it again on the beast's flank. It again
cried, then he pulled the rope that he fetched from his
dead Soldier and looped it on the neck of the beast
and pulled hard.

With this, the creature soared upwards. The
King moved to make his final blow, but the beast
twisted its body and grabbed the King with his teeth,
swinging him upwards.

With his blade with him, the momentum
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confused his position and gravity bringing him
down, he went to meet the beast's gaping maw. He
prayed to the energy, the Kaz. The Kai was all around
him. He was not a devout follower of" all the beliefs of
the raw power that surrounds the world. A long time
back he was only a scholar and the opportunity of
driving a sword was just another dream beyond the
horizon. But he was taught to pray to the power, not
to the belief.

Closing his eyes, he fell down to meet his end.
But as he was near to the mouth of the dragon, a draft
of wind shifted his fall, and he went straight around
the mouth of the beast just when the beast was about
to close its mouth. Then nearing the eye of the beast
he launched his sword and slashed downwards
tearing the creature eye to the neck.

Finally, his hand lost its grip, and the mighty
King fell. Through whatever power, the ground
cushioned his fall, probably the power of his armour
regardless of the fact it created a crater around him
and rendered his legs useless for the time being.

The tides of the battle shifted. He could feel

the hordes lose their way, and they flew from the
battlefield. So, he looked up and saw the Elder
dropping like a God, a false God from the sky. Unable
to shift himself he welcomed his end once more and it
was then, that a red streak, billowing a red trailer on
its path, went through the creature, above him, and
splattered the beast in many parts. Entrails,
ligaments, eyes and gore littered the King and the
ground. He sighed in relief. A couple of moments
later, he heard someone reaching the lip of the crater
—where he was lying.

The sound of footfalls neared him. Dawn
broke, and the rays streamed the arrival of a new age.
The King strained his eyes to see the newcomer who
saved him.

Silhouetted by the light, he couldn't see the
person's face. “Looks to me we're done with our parts
eh, Your Highness” said the young man. He was
much like his own age. He provided a hand, “Come
then, let's share the burden of winning” Then he saw
his face. A very enchanting face.

Ruhnan, the King, smiled.
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The Role of Al in The Workforce

A s we analyze the working conditions of the
19" century, Artificial Intelligence is
increasingly becoming a vital component of the
modern workforce. It has become an integral part of
our daily lives, often operating the scene to make our
experiences more convenient, personalized and
efficient from virtual assistants to recommendation
algorithms. Al is increasingly getting involved in our
daily routines.

Virtual Assistants, Siri, Google Assistant,
Meta, and Alexa are some of the most common
examples of Al 'in our daily lives. They are very user-
friendly and provide accurate data and information
within a minute, so our work is becoming more
efficient and the accuracy of the work is increasing.
Due to this, the demand for Al is growing.

Even our daily commutes are being
revolutionized by AI, with GPS Navigation and
autonomous vehicles making our travel faster, safer
and more efficient. Even if we have any Queries
regarding a product, Al is available 24%#7 to provide
us with the information. Today," Al has become a
Mother in our professional life”.

When we scroll through our social media
teeds, AI algorithms are curating personalized
content to keep us engaged. On streaming platforms
like Netflix & Music apps like Spotity, Al-driven
recommendations make it easy to discover new shows
and songs we'll love. Even our shopping experiences
are being transformed by AI, with personalized
product suggestions and offers on e-commerce sites
like Amazon. Al reach extends far beyond the digital
realm. In, our homes Al, Al-powered smart devices
are learning. We prefer adjusting the setting to create
a comfortable and secure living environment.
Wearable apps are tracking our physical activity,
sleep patterns, and nutrition, providing valuable
Insights to optimize our wellbeing.

But most importantly, Al is working to keep

Shakshi Soni
B. Com, 3rd Semester

us safe online. Al-driven systems detect and prevent
cyber threats, protecting our sensitive information
and preventing online fraud. As Al continues to
permeate our daily lives, it's essential to recognize its
benefits and potential risks. By embracing this
invisible revolution, we can harness the power of” Al
to create a more convenient, personalized product
recommendation. Remember the incredible impact
of Alinourdaily lives.
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Rupesh Chhetri
English Honours,5" Semester

A poet's heart beats in rhythm with his words.

His mind is a whirlwind of thoughts and emotions.
His pen is a wand that conjures what moves him—
Verses of joy or enduring sorrow.

But he needs clarification: where should he begin?

A country girl, hair like silk, skin like satin;

Nature with all her jewels or what remains;

Or a grief-stricken farmer, dwindling and complaining to the sky.

He has many things to write about, with numerous images to jot down.
In this, he could write as he breathes, capturing things just as he sees.

For in a world that neglects the farmer's plight,
A young poet's words may struggle to ignite.
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Eternal Teachings

"Y ou kids don't know how to enjoy your
childhood properly, always watching these

nonsense shows during the afternoons! When I was
your age I used to roam aroun-"

“Studies are already so tiring nowadays and now you
want me to go outside. I would rather watch the T'V.
And also, I'm eleven! Don't you think that's too old
tfor me to play outside?”

“Silly, we don't stop playing because we are old, we
grow old because we stop playing and I wouldn't
want that for you.”

Adrita didn't understand what her
grandmother said that day but today, on her
twentieth birthday, a warm smile appears on her face,
remembering her words as she looks at her picture.
Her grandmother had a beautiful smile indeed.

Adrita was barely thirteen when her
grandmother passed away. She was bedridden for
months, waiting for her eternal sleep, but never once
did she look penitent. There was always a peaceful
smile adorning her face. According to her, the only
people who fear death are those who have regrets.
She was not one of them, not even when she had to
sacrifice all her needs to give her children proper
food and education after her husband's demise. Life
was challenging, but not more than hers. Adrita still
remembers the gossipy times she used to have with
her grandmother, how she shared the stories of her
children getting decent jobs despite facing all the
struggles, and pride evident in her voice.

Story-telling, now the old lady was an ace at
that. If it were an academic subject, her
grandmother would've bagged all the degrees
possible! She had a lot of genres in her collections.
But mythology was Adrita's favourite; she used to
teel euphoric every time her grandma explained the
stories and meanings of the 'Geeta shlokas, ' and her
eyes were full of devotion.

The woman had immense belief in God. She
used to always tell her that God knows your every
deed, even your intentions behind the doings and

Samriddhya Rana
Chemistry Honours, 6" Semester

you'll get the outcome of” your every deed, for sure.
Adrita once asked her how she could be so confident
about this fact, when she faced this much struggle
throughout her Life despite not committing any
crime. She answered wisely, "Life is an exam where
you can't change the questions you receive,
unfortunate situations come but you always get to
choose your response, and you always have the
power to change your destiny. But only you can do
that, and [ know you can doit."

Her grandmother isn't here with her
anymore. Still, her teachings and blessings are, and
she'll continue participating in every decision she
makes. Adrita runs to her mother with a radiant
smile.

“Ma, let's have a day out together today! Just you and
me?”
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Lost in the Labyrinth of Life

Sumana Saha
Alumni, Dept. of English

We lost ourselves in the labyrinth of life,
Rushing to grow, chasing fleeting success,

But soon entangled in webs of duty and strife,
Forgetting the essence of who we indeed are.

‘Was this the freedom we craved from afar?
What we thought was liberty,

Became a storm that snatched away joy,
Leaving us adrift, yearning for simplicity,
As we join the endless, hollow race,
Leaving behind our laughter, our grace.

"Oh, bring it back! Return what is lost," we plead,
Or let us escape from this ceaseless need.

But a voice, cold and stern, declares,

"It's too late to return, to go back unscathed."

A long, endless quest for a better tomorrow,
Leads us to another race, another sorrow.
The pursuit never ceases, though we mourn,
For the better tomorrow that never is born.

And in the labyrinth of" life, we remain,
The quest continues, bound by its chain.
The quest continues, with nothing gained.
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The Dreadful Night

T here are uncountable instances when life
throws a new challenge at us, we might have
never imagined. Difficulties in life are like stones on a
road, they may be big or small but one thing all
challenges have in common is that they come without
awarning.

It was a cold winter night at my grandmother's
home, and I was all alone in my room. My family had
gone to a village fair. I was reading my grandfather's
diary in the inhumane tranquillity of the cold night.
Since it was a village, there was not a single car on the
road, and no Bollywood songs or humans were in
sight. I was peacefully reading through the diary
when I reached a page which mentioned some
encounters with ghosts. The story, or real encounter,
was fascinating and scary at the same time. I was so
immersed in the diary that I overlooked the time
ticking away. By the time [ finished, it was already
8:45 pm, and my parents were nowhere to be seen. I
was hungry and decided to grab myself snacks. [ was
on my way to the kitchen when suddenly the lights
went off. I was in the corridor, all alone and blind.
Being a girl living in the city, I had never experienced
load-shedding, and facing the darkness the first time
was pretty challenging. I was scared out of my wits,
but little did I know what was yet to come. My
grandmother's house is made of’ wood and has cracks
and holes everywhere. Keeping my mind calm, I
decided to retrace my steps back to the room slowly.
The floorboard creaked every time I stepped. It was
nearly in my room when I felt something run over my
feet. It was heavy, furry, and worst of all ALIVE!!!
My grandfather's stories that were in my head did
not help atall.

[ swore in the name of God that I would never come
to my grandmother's home without a flashlight.
When I reached my room, I immediately jumped
under my blanket. Since I could not see, my other

Archana Agarwal
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senses were much more awake. Now I could hear the
wind rustling the pages of my book, the root” healing
and sawing, my heartbeat and the termites chewing
on the wood. Every sound and feeling added to the
eerie atmosphere of the peaceful night. As if all this
wasn't enough, it started raining. Each raindrop
sounded like gunshots on the tin roof of the house. I
decided to cover my head with a blanket and shut
myseltf from all the noise. [ was shivering when I felt
a pair of feet walking over my body, and then I passed
out.

I woke up the following day to feel the sunlight
kissing my face and the entire room was illuminated
with a golden glow, the raindrops glittering like
diamonds on the window pane and out cat peacefully
sleeping on my belly.
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The Essence of Freedom

Smriti Tamang
Alumni, Dept. of English

What does freedom mean to you?

To me, freedom is the power to think freely,
To act on my desires, unafraid,

Untethered by the chains of fear.

How does freedom shape your life?

To me, freedom means being the author of my story,
Sometimes I win, often I lose,

But I never stop writing, never stop trying.

Where does freedom truly exist?

To me, freedom lives deep within,
Unbound by borders or walls,

It spans the universe, for I am part of it all.

When did you first taste freedom?

To me, it came the moment I understood,
That life is one, and that is the ultimate truth,
From then, I began to learn, to live, to be free.

Why is freedom essential?

To me, freedom is as vital as my breath,
Without it, I am merely a vessel,

A body without a soul.
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The Work 0f Art In The Age of Artificial Intelligence

"T" | his essay is constructed upon the inferences
made by Walter Benjamin in his work The
Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction
(19385). In the beginning of his essay, he eftectively
captures the crux of his sentiment by quoting Paul
Valery who anticipates “..great innovations to
transform the entire technique of the arts, thereby
affecting artistic invention itself and perhaps even
bringing about an amazing change in our very notion
of the art.” Benjamin then goes on to express the
impending anxieties — or perhaps the inevitable
alterations already occurring in the realm of art —
brought on by the battle of the Ts — Tradition and
Technology. His argument however focuses on the
conflation of the two rather than opposition. He
predominantly anchors on film and initiates a
discourse on film as an art form. He never actually
denies film the title of an art, simply treats it as the
other art—“other” because it is not traditional art that
is made by the human hand but is dependent upon
machine intervention.

Keeping the implication of machine
intervention aside, the making of the film still
requires an immense human force, an adequate
amount of human engagement. Film, photography,
or anything that is mechanical art and not traditional
art still require the sentient human guidance.
Machines are not taking over the process but rather
aiding the process. Considering that film is art and
also enhanced by technology, it is a conflated and an
evolved category of art. So the question arises: when
exactly does art oppose technology and not conflate
with it? To answer that simply, it happens when art is
deprived of the “human purpose”; when it negates
human engagement rather by unfair means; when it
threatens to dismantle whole cultures instead of
bringing about innovation in one —and that is exactly

Srijita Sarkar
Assistant Professor (Mgt.Post),English

what the emerging tradition of Al arthasenabled.

Before delving further into that, it is
important to first realise how this Al art is different
and inherently harmful compared to what Benjamin
calls the mechanical art. Both AT and mechanical art
are, after all, capacitated by the emerging technology.
However, there is a key difference between the two
and that emerges from the question of authenticity.
According to Benjamin, the authenticity of
traditional art can be tested through a simple
chemical analysis which will essentially provide an
estimate of the time and age when it was created. He
also says, “The unique existence of the work of art
determined the history to which it was subject
through the time of its existence”. Therefore, the
question of “time” refers to both — the linear clock
time of" its creation as well as the circular time of its
existence as a cultural relic. This implication of time
is not limited to traditional art however. Mechanical
reproduction may have made it difficult to determine
a particular origin but considering Benjamin's essay
that pivots around the film, mechanical art as an art
form has not taken away the root origin of that film —
despite the several copies of it being projected in the
theatres across the map. The origin of this
mechanical art, again, draws us back to humans who
are the creators of this art. Machines were used as
aid and nothing more.

With Al art however, the human factor, the
time factor, and several factors that make art an art
are completely removed. The Artificial Intelligence
tools meant to create art faster than the human hand
is programmed in a manner that allows it to steal
from human artists — not one artist, but many — and
replicate their styles to fetch up the dregs of a piece
that is far from being called art. The interesting part
in this is the debate where people deny the lack of the
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human factor. The softwares are engineered in a
manner that allow the user to insert a few “keywords”
and based on these keywords the Al software puts
together a thing that few would call an art. Thus
arises the question: is this bare minimum
engagement of humans enough to validate Al art as
art? The answer, quite simply and objectively, would
be no. What traditional art aims to do is present the
magic of the sole human hand; what mechanical art
strives to do is expand and explore the possibilities
of art with the aid of mechanical intervention. But
what Al art has been trying to do is substitution— the
intention to substitute machines for humans. And it
must be naturally understood that Al art severely
lacks the time factor: both its linear time of creation
and circular time of cultural impact are muddied
because Al art is quite literally plagiarised. That is
how AI technology comes to oppose the ethos of
creation of art.

This essay will not only be a question against
the emerging Al art but also a defence of the
mechanical art while fitting this dichotomy within
the political framework of the centre-versus-margin
discourse. But before that, it is crucial to understand
the scope of art as it is imperative to the forthcoming
discussion. Art refers to a diverse range of activities
that stimulate human sensations and imaginations.
Art is constantly pushing boundaries of human
creativity while also adapting to the changing
societal traditions. Traditional art evolved into
mechanical art (film, photography). Mechanical art
within itself evolved into various other categories of
art like digital art, graphic designing, black-and-
white to coloured films and so on. Writing, too, is also
art. Novels, poetry, essays: they encourage creative
interpretation and active participation through
words and language. There are theatre and dance
forms — varied and colourful across countries and
cultures. Art can be as grand as historic sculptures
and architecture, can be as little as the doodles on the
back of a student's notebook. Art criticism has
predominantly dealt with the aesthetic values and
implications of art. While beauty and judgement of
taste are still important, the political entanglement
of art—both as an act of creation as well as the final
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form of expression — has complicated our
understanding of human history.

Art has always been a privilege and a form of
expression for those who have found it suitable to
only write from the centre. The politics of who
deserves to create art is founded upon intersectional
hegemonic structures. There are communities who
are several times oppressed in the society; for
example: women-of-colour, queer women, black
women, queer black women, disabled women,
transgender people and a tragic uncountable more.
Their histories have remained unsung for a long
time. It is not that they have never created art and
literature of their own, but writing from the margins
have deprived them of the access beyond their own
communal boundaries. Thus, they forever remain the
unknown marginalised. To make this “unknown”
known however, the centre often attempts a distorted
and unsolicited representation of the margin which
is less about giving agency to them but more about
taking away agency and speaking on their collective
behalf. The idea thus propagated about the margin by
the centre becomes the accepted norm — this evolves
into the most harmful stereotypes that integrate
itself not only into the history and culture but the
very behaviour of humans.

Benjamin discusses the “aura” of art — its
uniqueness and permanence — which is thoroughly
dismantled by mechanical reproduction. For
example: the sublime feeling ot watching the sunrise
over a mountain range will never be the same as
capturing a picture of it on camera. Similarly, the
duplicate photographs of the Mona Lisa will never
be the same as the original painted by da Vinci and
now displayed at Louvre. There is, thus, a decay of
aura with such mechanical reproduction. But that is
only considering the aestheticsof art. If art were to be
politicised; it art were to become means for the
people in the margins to have a wider outreach; it art
were to become an agency of subversion— in that case,
mechanical reproduction of” art would be a blessing
rather than a curse. In that case, the “aura” of art will
not be limited to its uniqueness and permanence but
will be defined by the purpose of its message. And for
this purpose to direct its movement from the margin
to the centre instead of the conventional centre-to-



margin direction, reproducibility is necessary. The
internet has particularly aided them in this
endeavour. Women's art and literature, LGBTQ+ art
and literature, women-of-colour's art and literature
are being accessed by various communities across the
globe. Their stories no longer remain untold.
Whether it be artworks or novels, physical as well
digital copies are distributed widely which allow it to
transcend the cult/exhibitionist value and instead
attain a diffusive value. Distribution of their ideas
enables the diffusion of ideas such that the margins
are not deliberately alienated anymore.

However, with recent development in Al
technology, there has been observed upcoming
softwares designed to disrupt the human agency in
the creation of art. As already established before,
Artificial Intelligence does not care about originality
or authenticity. It is made not to assist but to
substitute humans. So far, we have only looked at
technology amplitying the quiet marginalised voices.
But AI threatens to douse these voices. There are
multiple “free” Al art generators floating around on
the internet. The emphasis on free is crucial because
that is the primary reason why people flock to it to
make the desired art of their own instead of
commissioning a human artist. Moreover, there are
also Al text generators that would allow one to
simply write a novel or a poem of their own instead
of seeking out one written by a human author. The
agency that marginal voices have fought so hard to
acquire is being threatened to slip out of their hold
again. It is safe to say that not only the marginal but
also the mainstream art and literature are threatened
by this development of Al. However, the marginal
voices that have not even entered into the
mainstream yet will be stifled before they can manage
todo so.

The most sought after myth is that art is an
esoteric form of expression that expands the
burgeoning gap between the artist and the general
public. Al art will, allegedly, bridge this gap because
it will equip the general public as well with the means
to “create” despite not being an “artist” in the truest
sense of the word. That is far from the truth. Art —
when charged with the politics of human purpose —
is meant for the general public. Women writing about

women, queer people writing about queers, is with
the purpose to penetrate into the ideologies of the
general public. The purpose is to subvert,
deconstruct and reconstruct reductive worldviews.
Al art is absolutely deficient in this purpose. There is
no purpose to it whatsoever. It has no motivation to
reshape or help rethink the ideologies of the general
public. In that case, the bridge is broken before it is
even made — the endeavour was to build it from
nothing. Al art has no history or imagination
involved. The truth is simple: it is plagiarised and
distorted. It goes against the ethics of all artists.
Mastering Al art will not enrich but deprive,
especially those voices from the margins who have
only just started to reclaim and utilise their agency.

So far we have seen censorship proceed from
religious or political oppositions. And while there has
been no active attempt yet, no one can assure that
there will be no such attempt in the future where Al
generated media is misused and weaponised in order
to censor the marginal voices. Advancement in
technology has been humanity's biggest pride and
yet this progress only amounts to a regress. The
controversy surrounding Al tools, software, and
media continue to be discussed; and while the future
of its impact is indefinite, presuming its nefarious
capabilities to not only censor but also eliminate
marginal voices from the literary and artistic realms
does not seem merely fictive. Such anxieties may
sound like an extreme stretch, but for communities
who have been historically and systematically
oppressed, these concerns operate as an automatic
response. -
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Reflecting on Gender Equality: Artificial Intelligence, Data
Bias, and Encouraging Women in STEM

M achine learning (ML) tools and the use of
algorithms offer measures to address
complex social issues. While tools like Generative
Artificial Intelligence (AI) have been leveraged for
socio-economic development, concerns over biased
algorithms that amplify existing social inequalities
or perpetuate dominant ideologies pervade. This
opinion piece critically reflects on how these
technologies might affect the pursuit of Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG 5), that is, gender equality
since the United Nations report (2018) indicates that
the progress on gender equality still remains
unfulfilled.
The emergence of data technologies like ML
algorithms, AI, and generative Al can promote
gender equality in multiple ways. For instance, by
closely monitoring the lifecycle of employed women
like hiring practices, career progression, work-life
balance, and upskilling, policymakers can harness
the power of Al to advance a gender-inclusive and
gender-sensitive work environment. Generative Al
also bears the potential to synthesise existing
research evidence to provide comprehensive insights
for the designing and implementation of
interventionist policies aimed at fostering
gender equality. Furthermore, AT offers the promise
of financial inclusion through its innovative credit
models, taking proactive steps to mitigate gender-
based violence by identifying violence-prone
regions, assessing
recidivism risks of sexual offenders, and offering
potential solutions to alleviate the risks.
However, given the co-constitution of society and
technology, data technologies have also faced
criticism for posing the threat of aggravating gender
bias and contributing to women's further exclusion
if’ the algorithms are based on the subjectivity of
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algorithm designers and historically existing gender
biased data. Algorithms will be biased it they are
trained on input data that reflects societal prejudices
and stereotypes. Since it is difficult to feed unbiased
historical data, transparency of the algorithms and
the input data becomes essential to check
discriminatory outcomes. For example, if
algorithms that are used in hiring processes are
biased against women, then it would inevitably
lessen female recruitment or could even have
repercussions for the gender pay gap. Furthermore,
though AI models can systematize and improve
service delivery, however, given the complexity of
social fabrics, AI models require context-specific
training for making predictions and targeted
interventions that are tailored towards the specific
needs of differently situated women. Thus, it is
imperative to reckon the potential bias in generative
Al since it is presumed to be egalitarian in its
functioning.

Finally, debates on the gender-neutrality of
technologies stem from the differential access to
technology between men and women both across and
within sectors. The skewed representation of women
results in an overly masculinist perspective in the
designing of Al models. Science and Technology
Studies (STS) scholars have refuted the idea of
gender-neutral technology and stated that the
entrenched patriarchal mindset is, by default,
designed into technologies. For instance, critics have
discussed how menstrual cycle tracking features are
absent in Apple smartwatches. To mitigate bias in
data, a fundamental step is to ensure adequate
representation of women in technical teams who are
entrusted with the design of these technologies. The
Global Gender Gap report (2022) by the World
Economic Forum reveals the skewed representation



of women as Al specialists, Research and
Development pertaining to Al as well as in
leadership positions. This not only limits diverse
perspectives in decision-making or designing
algorithms but also reinforces the gender pay gap. So,
it becomes crucial to encourage more women in
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics
(STEM). However, it has also been observed that
though India produces a significant number of
women STEM graduates, few of the STEM jobs go
to these women. Additionally, the leaky pipeline

needs to be addressed as well because many a times
women STEM graduates opt out of the professional
workforce due to various social factors. In India,
initiatives taken for encouraging women in STEM
include GATI (Gender Advancement for
Transforming Institutions) that is entrusted with
the responsibility of preparing a charter and
inclusive framework for assessing the status of
gender equality in STEM and offer recom-
mendations for different cohorts to improve the
gender balance in higher education institutions.
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The Rikshawala

Rupesh Chhetri
English Honours,5 Semester

Before the first light simmers,
[ rise; I can't complain.

The whole world is at ease,
Yet this ease I don't gain.

Pleasant dreams they are in

Gentle wind, red sun, warm blankets
Slow awakening, tea in bed

These luxuries are elusive for me

No sleep because life is half’ a nightmare.

No alarm needed when the stomach is at stake.
No caffeine, just water to rehydrate.

Not much, mouth full to get the day started.

Strong arms, hands full of corn
Stiff shoulders, aching spine, rest on
A worn-out metal bar for support
With a sloped plastic seat

My short-sighted sharp eagle eyes

Never fail to catch those in need of a ride
Some are mean and greedy, but some do care
I take them all. Who am I to decide?

Until the heat beats me down

To the very last drop of sweat

Until weariness gets the better of me
I'm on standby. I can't complain

Because complaining is a foolish way to seek
escape, a nonsensical excuse for self-pity,

a way to believe in lies,

and coping mechanisms for the weak.

“I am a rickshawala, I don't complain."
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W e live in a society where beauty is considered
as top-notch, and it's defined by an
unnecessary standard —'the beauty standard'—which
makes today's youth vulnerable and insecure. In this
article, we'll explore the effects of these unrealistic
beauty standards, the pressure they create, and the
importance of seltf-acceptance as we are. The
following poem, 'Beauty Standard', tells us about the
vulnerability and uniqueness that often gets hidden
in that insecurity :

"I don't seem to match according to

Society's taste,

Because I don't have, a pretty face or

atiny waist

I'm considered fat

ButI'm4s8 (kg).

I'm considered short,

But for me, I'm enough.

I have scars & Stretch marks,

But for me, they're like thunder Sparks.

['m more than just my looks,

But those thing gets overlooked.

These things are making me insecure.

And I've been trying, but can't find the

cure.

DoTIhave tofitin the beauty standard?

Butit's really hard.

Can 1 be an exception?

Can [ just remain as God's original

creation?.

Can't society just accept,

The way is imperfectly perfect.

The concept of beauty is so unrealistically raised in a
society that people aren't considered human it they
have body hair, scars, stretch marks, or vitiligo or
they are fat.

Or skinny. They are called nicknames according to

Vaisnawee Sarki
English Hons., 6th Semester

their insecurities or bullied by being compared to
animals. This is the society we live in, where social
media so influence people and magazine covers that
they starve themselves just to be slim and perfect,
just the way they are.

Moreover, this is not only harming them physically
but also mentally because this leads them towards
depression and fear. Such as cacophobia, social
phobia, xenophobia, etc. Youngsters and teenagers
are sometimes scared to speak, even because of fear
and insecurities. But what if we take the challenge
and break free from the chains of beauty standards
and harmful norms? So together, we must redefine
beauty, shatter the unrealistic beauty standards and
embrace and celebrate our uniqueness.

Beauty is beautiful in itself, so why question it? We
can just appreciate it, and if we don't want to, that's
completely fine, too. Ignoring is better than mocking.
So, let's appreciate uniqueness. We're vibrant with
our own colours, so let's keep shining our own rather
than shading someone else's.

51 UNMESH @ 2024



I t was a hot summer evening, and I was
returning home happily, as today I
successfully learned the visible Spell (another step
towards defeating a "Black Vulture").

The Black Vultures & The White Falcons
have been enemies for many centuries. The Block
Vultures belong to Hell and are incredibly evil. In the
myths, of us Mutants, Saturn himself created these
Black Vultures to create havoc on earth. So, to protect
the innocent & powerless human beings of earth,
God sent us- The White Falcons on earth for their
protection. My family and I belong to The White
Falcons clan and have been protecting the people of
Earth for along time.

As the youngest in my family, I am always
kept away from the Duel (the battles/fights between
Black Vultures & White Falcons). And this gets on
my nerves, as every time a Black Vulture comes in
front of me, 1 am put aside by my brothers and sisters
- Luca, Gabriel & Natalie. But this won't happen
anymore because I am finally getting to learn all the
spells of the White Balkans, and I will also become a
great White Falcon as soon as I turn 21, and I will
have all my powers by then!! Only four weeks to gol!
Yay!!

[ can't wait to share all this with my best
friend, Lizzie (a White Falkon). So, as I was happily
walking towards my home, I came near the Old
Graveyard of the "Black Vultures". Ever since my
childhood, our parents always taught us to stay away
from that Graveyard, as it is said that the spirits of
The Block Master, the first & the oldest leader of the
Black Vultures, still roam around there. And ever
since then, I have maintained my distance from that
place. But, recently, as I am nearing my 21st
birthday, I have become very attracted to that place as
it some invisible magnetic force is pulling me
towards it. And this feeling grows stronger with
each passing day.. I stopped & kept on staring
towards the Graveyard...
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All of a sudden, the rusty, cold gates of the
Graveyard started opening on their own, with a loud
noise... I don't know what happened, but I couldn't
stop myself from going inside today anymore. I
started walking inside the Graveyard and then
stopped near the oldest and the gloomiest grove I've
ever seen - the grave of the "Black Master"?

Suddenly, I sensed another presence around
me and knew it was no human or White Falcon. So [
turned around but saw no one. I understood that
maybe the mutant was using his/her Invisible Spell,
so I considered counter-attacking with my visible
Spell.

"Who is it? Reveal Yourself!! " I ordered and
started chanting my Visible Spell, which I cast
around me with a wave of my hand.

And then suddenly, in front of me, appeared a
tall, dark, handsome man with piercing yellow eyes.
He was dressed all in black, and anyone could tell
from the words he emitted that something was oft
about him. I knew in an instant that this was indeed a
Black Vulture.

"So you found me?" said the mom and started
laughing. And I kept storing at hin

"So you found me?" the man said and started
laughing. I kept staring at him.

"Why is who going to save you now, Sophia?
Huh? " he said again, and then he started laughing.

And suddenly, the air around me got frigid.
The man rose in the air and started chanting some
spells. I, too, started rising now. [ wanted to cast some
spells, but my whole body was freezing. Suddenly, a
tornado was in front of me, and I started inside it.
The man was invisible again. Again, I heard a
monstrous laugh and then the man's voice.

"Now, you're dead, Sophia Johnson!!" said the
man. That was the last thing I heard, and then
everything went black.



Dreams That Come True

Chahat Jaiswal
2nd Semester

[ have stopped chasing,.

False dreams now.

Because why should I doom myself by

Chasing such dreams that can never be fulfilled?
It is not inventible that,

Every dream gets fulfilled.

Now,

Let us all see

With open eyes

Such dream —

Which can fulfil our wish
Without any hesitation.

Keeps running without dreams,
Until it comes true.

Because, one day —

We all will be silent, but our fulfilled
dreams will keep making noise and
touching the skies.

So,

Not only see but

Move towards your
Dream until it comes true.
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The Last Garden

I n the not-so-distant future, Earth had
become a barren wasteland, and centuries of
industrialisation and environmental neglect had
reduced the once vibrant planet to a dry, cracked
shell. Cities lay in ruins, forests had vanished, and
rivers had long since run dry. The remnants of
humanity now lived in domed cities, shielded from
the harsh, lifeless outside world.

But amidst this desolation, a single, small
garden remained—unlike any other. Hidden in a
remote corner of the Earth, its existence was known
to only a few. It was said to be the last true vestige of
the planet's once lush and verdant past, tended by an
enigmatic figure known only as the Gardener.

Lena, a young scientist working on restoring
Earth's atmosphere, had heard whispers of the
garden during her studies. Sceptical but driven by a
sense of wonder, she decided to venture out and see it
for herself. Equipped with a protective suit and a
sense of determination, Lena embarked on her
journey.

The trek was arduous, navigating through
endless stretches of barren land and the remnants of
a forgotten world. After days of travel, she arrived at
a weathered gate covered in rust and vines. Pushing it
open, she stepped into a paradise preserved from
time.

The garden was a miraculous sight: a
sprawling oasis filled with vibrant flowers, lush
greenery, and the gentle hum of" life. Birds sang, and
butterflies flitted about, their colors starkly
contrasting the gray world outside. A small, serene
pond reflected the sky, its waters clear and teeming
with life.

At the heart of this verdant haven stood the
Gardener, an older woman with eyes as deep and
mysterious as the garden itself. She was kneeling by a
bed of roses, her hands gracefully tending to the
plants.

Lena approached, her breath catching in her
throat. “Is this real?” she asked, her voice trembling
with awe.
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The Gardener looked up, a knowing smile on
her face. “It is real, but it is also a gift—a sanctuary
that has been preserved for areason.”

“Why?” Lena asked. “Why preserve this
garden when everything else has fallen to ruin?”

The Gardener stood, brushing the dirt from
her hands. "This garden is a symbol of hope. It's here
to remind us of what once was and what could be
again. It holds the seeds of a future we have yet to
grasp. But it needs more than just preservation—it
needs nurturing and new guardians."

Lena's eyes widened with understanding.
“You want me to help?”

The Gardener nodded. “You and others like
you who believe in the possibility of renewal. This
garden is a living memory, a reservoir of what we
once had and a blueprint for what we might reclaim.”

Lena felt a renewed sense of purpose as the
sun dipped below the horizon, casting a golden hue
over the garden. She realized that the work ahead was
about saving what was left and igniting a vision for
the future.

Lena returned to her work with a new
resolve. The garden became a beacon ot hope for her
and her colleagues. They began to integrate the
lessons learned from the garden into their efforts to
restore the atmosphere and environment.

Years later, as Earth began its slow but steady
recovery, the story of the Last Garden was told as a
parable of hope and renewal. The garden's legacy
was a reminder that even in the darkest times, a spark
of life could be nurtured into something beautiful
and enduring.




A | akash stared at his phone's glowing screen,
his fingers hesitating for a moment before
tapping the "Add Friend" button on Deepti's profile.
A small, almost invisible smile tugged at the corners
of his lips as he watched the request disappear into
the digital ether, the beginning of a new connection
torged through the ever-expanding social media web.

He leaned back in his chair, letting his gaze
drift out his dorm room window. The campus bustled
with life, a sea of students hurrying to and fro, their
taces illuminated by the glow of their own devices.
Aakash had always found solace in the anonymity of
the crowd, his outwardly charming demeanour
allowing him to blend seamlessly into the backdrop
of college life.

But beneath the surface, a storm raged within
him — a tempest of resentment, insecurity, and a
growing sense of psychological instability. The
neglect he had experienced from his parents and the
disproportionate attention lavished upon his
younger, paralyzed sister, had all culminated in a
deep-seated bitterness that threatened to consume
him.

As he waited for Deepti's response, hope
stirred within him. Perhaps, in this virtual realm, he
could find the connection and understanding he had
so desperately craved. His fingers drummed
restlessly against the desk, the anticipation building
with each passing moment.

A soft chime from his phone shattered the
stillness, and Aakash felt a surge of excitement as he
saw Deepti's profile picture light up with a
notification—her acceptance of his friend request.
His heart raced with anticipation as he tapped on the
conversation, his eyes drinking in her profile, silently
assessing this potential new interest. The thrill of
the moment was almost tangible, reaching out to the
reader.

Deepti's image radiated a warmth and
kindness that intrigued him. Her shy smile and
gentle eyes tugged at something deep within Aakash,
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a longing for the affection and acceptance he had
been denied for so long. He began to type, his words
carefully crafted to convey a sense of genuine
interest and understanding.

Over the next few weeks, Aakash and
Deepti's online interactions blossomed into a
budding relationship. They shared stories, laughed at
each other's jokes, and found solace in the intimate,
disembodied connection that social media allowed.
With his natural charisma and attentiveness, Aakash
quickly won Deepti's trust, and she fell for his
charming persona.

As their bond deepened, Aakash began to
make plans to meet Deepti in person. He
orchestrated the perfect date, a cosy dinner at a
secluded roadside dhaba, far from the prying eyes of
the campus. The anticipation built within him, a
strange mix of excitement and a growing sense of
unease that he couldn't quite place.

When the fateful day arrived, Aakash found
himself standing outside the dhaba, nervously
fidgeting as he waited for Deepti to arrive. Finally, he
spotted her approaching, a radiant smile on her face.
Aakash's heart raced as he drank in the sight of her,
momentarily forgetting the dark undercurrents that
lurked within him.

As Deepti drew closer, Aakash noticed
something that had previously escaped his attention
— the way she moved, the subtle cues in her body
language. Realization dawned on him, and a flicker of
disappointment crossed his features. Deepti was deaf.

Aakash's initial reaction was apprehension, a
faint voice questioning whether he could genuinely
connect with someone so different from him. But a
shift occurred as Deepti's warm embrace enveloped
him, and her expressive eyes gazed into his own.
Aakash found himself drawn to her vulnerability, her
resilience in the face of her disability, and her
determination to understand her world took hold.

Without hesitation, Aakash immersed
himself" in learning sign language, determined to
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bridge the communication gap that threatened to
keep them apart. Their dates became a delicate dance
of hands and expressions, a symphony of gestures
that conveyed the depth of their growing bond.

Deepti, awed by Aakash's dedication and his
apparent acceptance of her disability, felt herself
talling deeper in love. She had never imagined finding
someone who would accept her and try to
understand her truly. In Aakash's eyes, she saw a
reflection of her own hopes and dreams, a promise of
a tuture filled with the kind of connection she had
always craved.

As the weeks turned into months, Aakash's
outward facade of normalcy remained firmly in
place. But beneath the surface, a storm was brewing.
The resentment and psychological turmoil that had
simmered within him since childhood began to
resurface, slowly eroding the carefully constructed
persona he had presented to Deepti.

Late one night, under the glow of" a full moon,
Aakash led Deepti into the secluded forest adjacent
to the dhaba. The dense foliage and the all-
encompassing darkness mirror the growing shadow

that had taken root in his own mind. As they
embraced, Aakash's grip tightened, and in a sudden,
violent movement, he plunged a knife into Deepti's
delicate frame.

Deepti's eyes widened in shock and terror,
but the life drained from them quickly. Aakash held
her lifeless body, a strange sense of calm washing
over him as he contemplated his actions. With a
practised hand, he arranged the scene, making it
appear as if Deepti had fallen victim to a wild animal
attack in the forest.

A haunting realization dawned on him as
Aakash returned to his dorm room. The act of
violence he had committed had not brought him the
relief or catharsis he had expected. Instead, it had
awakened a dark, insatiable hunger within him — a
hunger for a twisted form of love and validation that
he would continue to pursue, no matter the cost.

Aakash opened his social media accounts,
scrolling through the endless profiles of his peers.
His gaze settled on a girl with vitiligo, her striking
appearance and vulnerability capturing his attention.
With a relentless click, he sent her a friend request,

»'9?yy
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Siliguri Under Siege: The Climate Crisis and Its Impacts

"Tranquillity be to the atmosphere, the earth,
the waters, the crops and vegetation.”

T his Vedic prayer seeks divine intervention to
bless and protect the environment. This note
in the Vedas (about 1500-1000 BCE) shows that we
must protect our environment. S.R.N. Murthy, a
geologist, analyzed earth sciences in Vedas, revealing
natural geological characteristics of gods like Indra,
Agni, Vayu, Varun, and Usas. All of this indicates
that in the past, humans worshipped nature as a god
to protect them.

In 2024, the 25th year of the 21st century,
humanity is entering an exciting phase of Re-
Imagination, Transformation, and Technology
adoption. However, it's crucial to remember that this
also demands our immediate attention to address
environmental and climate change issues. The
urgency of these issues cannot be overstated, as they
directly impact the sustainability of future
generations.

We are all more or less familiar with the term
'Global Warming' and its causes and consequences
for the polar regions. But are we aware of climate
change in our area? Can we imagine that global
warming impacts not just the Arctic region or other
countries but also our own countries and the
surrounding territories, regions, or cities?

Over the past five years, Siliguri, a bustling
town in North Bengal, has experienced profound
changes attributed to climate change. Siliguri's
journey, set in the green surroundings of the
Himalayan foothills, mirrors the more significant
effects of global environmental change on local
communities and ecosystems. Weather patterns have
changed significantly in Siliguri as aresult of climate
change. Erratic rainfall has become a distinguishing
teature, with periods of heavy rain followed by long
dry spells. Fluctuations in climate and temperature

Sudeshna Mandal
SACT, Dept. of Geography

patterns in Siliguri are causing crop output volatility
and economic instability and affecting local
agriculture, water supplies, and human comfort.
Heatwaves, once rare occurrences, have become more
frequent, posing health risks to vulnerable
populations. The warmer climate has also aided in
the spread of pests and diseases, reducing
agricultural output and forest health.

Siliguri's biodiversity is threatened by habitat
loss, climate change, and urbanisation. These factors
atfect ecosystem dynamics and predator-prey
relationships, exposing species migration and
infrastructure vulnerabilities. Flooding and
landslides become increasingly common after
extreme weather occurrences. The town's growing
urbanisation, fuelled by economic expansion and
population growth, exacerbates these issues as
uncontrolled development encroaches on natural
habitats and water bodies. Currently, Siliguri is
experiencing water supply issues during the summer
season.

The term "trapping heat in the atmosphere"
was already used then, but Siliguri people were less
aware of it. The rise in vehicles, traffic congestion,
and tree destruction in Siliguri significantly affects
the climate, causing persistent heatwaves and
increased humidity levels, affecting people's lives.
Siliguri has not experienced any dew drop in
November in recent years due to the high
temperatures. Climate change poses significant
challenges to Siliguri's tea gardens, including
irregular rainfall, temperature fluctuations, erosion,
nutrient depletion, pests, irrigation issues, and water
competition.

We can address climate change not only in
Siliguri, but also in our surrounding cities and
regions in North Bengal. Climate change has had a
substantial influence on the North Bengal Hills
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region, including Darjeeling and Kalimpong, over
the last five years, resulting in devastating landslides
and floods. A severe flood event was generated by a
glacial lake outburst in the Teesta River in 2023;
heavy monsoon rains caused many landslides in
Darjeeling and Kalimpong in 2021 and flooding in
2020.

In conclusion, the past five years have been
transformative for Siliguri as it grapples with the
complex and interconnected challenges of climate
change. Siliguri's vulnerability to climate change
highlights the urgent need for comprehensive urban

Scan the QR code to get updated information
about weather of North Bengal

planning and resilient infrastructure development.
Addressing these challenges through sustainable
practices, improved water management, and
community engagement can help mitigate the
adverse eftects of climate change and ensure the
long-term sustainability of Siliguri. But it is not just
the government's obligation, but also ours as
humans, to protect our home. As the town continues
its journey, its experiences offer valuable insights
into navigating the evolving climate landscape while
preserving the essence of its natural and cultural
heritage.

Route To Khalubar

Deepraj Ghataney
B.com,Honours, 6 semester

This poem is dedicated to our Indian army, specifically the Gorkha Regiment. The theme revolves around the snowy
mountains and hills during the Kargil war when the Pakistan army captured the high altitude, but our brave soldiers still

Jought and re-staked our pride.

In the cold dark night,

Beneath a blanket of white,

[ stand with my men,

Determined to seize the strategic height.

The enemy looms above,

From the peak, they fire to break our will.
Their guns and grenades rain down,
Bringing death to my comrades still.

We are few, our strength strained,
Bullets as scarce as a newborn's teeth.
But the fire in our hearts blazes,
Rising higher, refusing defeat.

This cursed night turns into glory,

As we bring the enemy to their knees,
Not with bullets or grenades,

But with the steel of my men's Kukris.
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Artificial Intelligence In Drug Discovery

HP redicting the future isn't magic; it's artificial
Intelligence,” Dave Waters, an associate
professor of the Department of Earth Sciences at
the University of Oxford, once said.
With recent advances in science and technology,
machine learning has become a game changer for
society. If there were someone who could think and
make decisions accordingly, then arduous jobs could
be easily accomplished.

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is the use of
advanced algorithms and data structures to build
software so that machines can use their learning and
intelligence to make their own decisions to achieve
specific goals. Al can be implemented in diverse fields
of research and technology, such as education,
agriculture, finance, government, and military.

Every individual using a smartphone is
tamiliar with Google Assistant, Alexa, chatbots, Siri,
etc., which have made their lives easier in one way or
another, be it for entertainment or learning.

Recently, AI has been implemented in drug
design, and its efficacy is excellent. It can analyze
large amounts of data in a short interval of time.
When it comes to life, it's a nation's first priority. The
drug manufacturing process is lengthy, with many
tailures, and time becomes an important issue there.
As we have recently faced Covid 19 where about 3
million people died across the world, it took about 8
months for a safe vaccine to be made. Elonmask, in a
meeting in America, said, “I pay you for the results,
not for the hours”.

Between 2000 to 2015, nearly 86 per cent of
all drug candidates prepared were unable to reach
their objective endpoints. It might have taken lot
many hours for the candidates to prepare the drugs.
Al discovered medications achieve higher success
rate than those of humans. Since a drug requires
extensive testing before clinical trials, these
procedures can be rapidly done using Al. FDA has
approved two prominent drugs DSP 1181 and INSO
18-055 for clinical trials.

Mou Biswas
Alumni, Department of Chemistry

The traditional, backdated methods of drug
design are basically a hit-and-miss process and
require updating. Another important factor is the
cost of drug design. Since it is a lengthy process, it is
quite expensive, and this can be reduced to a large
extent using Al So, it can have a profound influence
on the medicine manufacturing industries as well. A
company named Exscientia has started extensively
using Alin drug design.

Certain 'orphan diseases' like Cystic Fibrosis,
Tourette's syndrome and life-threatening ones like
AIDS have existing treatment. All an HIV-infected
patient can do is take some antiretroviral medications
to control HIV and prevent complications. It's been a
decade withouta cure.

Once Al is extensively implemented in this
field, there is hope for a cure. Al robots can perform
minimally invasive procedures similar to open heart
surgery. Al has an important role in digitalizing
soclety. It is a cornerstone of the modern world and
can bring about a revolution.
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T hink back to a time when to was a better and
more carefree time. Back in my childhood, I
go and remember how we played on the ground with
friends and siblings, going to school and learning
from books and the stories we heard from our
grandparents—the way we used to spend time that
was out of this new world. The unconditional love
for each other in a family was a fantastic day. The
tight we had with our siblings, the feeling of seeing
our father returning home, and the endearing
excitement of the toys he used to bring us. Those
days will not come again. Today, life is so different.
Today, we do not do all these things. Now, we don't go
and play outside; we do not have time to read books or
talk and spend time with our family; it's too strange.
Earlier, we used to plant trees and loved nature, but
nowadays, we don't even go out of our homes. We are
stuck in the digital world. All the days we used to stay
in front of the screen, now we are very advanced, and
new technologies have made life very easy and
flexible. We do not have to read books; we get all of
them from the internet. We don't just want to put
much effort into it, and we don't have to be eager to
have fun with friends; we follow them on social
media. Nowadays, we don't share thoughts but
happily share posts; now, we don't love to like people
but eagerly love to like posts. Everything has
changed now; nothing is the same. As the world is
becoming more digit, we have forgotten about
human connections, so we should use technologyin a
good manner.

There should be limitations and guidelines on how to
effectively and efficiently use technologies. There is
abundant data available in the digital world, if it is
harnessed eftectively and correctly, it can provide
terrific insights. It could pave the way towards a
better country, human, and lifestyle. In today's
digitised life, we do not have patience and eagerness;
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we have made ourselves to get things done when we
want them to be done. We live in an age of innovation
where digital technology provides solutions to
problems before we even realise we need them. We
see it daily as we find new ways to travel, eat and ship.
For instance, ride-sharing apps have revolutionized
the way we commute, making it more convenient and
affordable.

[t cannot be said that technology is not good, but how
we are addicted to the screen is also not good. 'Screen
addiction' refers to the excessive use of digital
devices, such as smartphones and computers, to the
extent that it interferes with daily life and causes
adverse eftects on physical and mental health. With
technology, we must concentrate on other essential
things such as physical activities, reading books,
meditation, etc. We should remember our culture and
what our parents did in their childhood and young
age. The screen addiction has made us lazy and stuck.
We deny doing household chores and other physical
activities that benefit our health. We have isolated
ourselves in one home by our own choice.
Technology should be a part of our lives; to make
them better, it should not be our lives. The digital
world is developing with such force and pace that we
cannot ban or control it. The digital world creates a
situation where there are no secrets anymore. Being
human in a digital world is about building a digital
world for humans and not making humans digital




A Journey of Growth and Gratitude: My Three Years
at Surya Sen Mahavidyalaya

A s I sit down to reflect on my three years at
Surya Sen Mahavidyalaya, and the memories
come rushing back like a montage of cherished
moments, each a testament to the growth and
learning I've experienced at this remarkable
institution. From the uncertain beginnings during a
global pandemic to the vibrant campus life that
followed, my journey has been one of academic and
personal transformation.

It all began with the first online class of our
first semester when the world was grappling with
the sudden shift to virtual learning. I still vividly
remember the moment when our honourable teacher,
Smt. Reema Doma Sherpa noticed my WhatsApp
picture displayed during that class. It was a small
acknowledgement, but it filled me with a sense of
belonging and motivation, especially as we navigated
the challenges of online exams during that period.
The warmth and encouragement from our teachers
made even the most daunting moments feel
manageable.

As the second semester rolled around, the long-
awaited opportunity to step on campus finally
arrived. Coming from a different city was a
completely new experience for someone like me.
However, any apprehensions I had quickly melted
away, thanks to the kindness and open-heartedness
of our respected teachers. Their genuine care for our
well-being and success made the transition from
virtual to physical classrooms seamless. The support
and guidance I received, especially in improving my
English language skills, were instrumental in my
academic journey. Teachers like Sri. Sujay
Chakrabarti, Smt. Suroshree Mukherjee, Smt. Reema
Doma Sherpa, and Smt. Sulekha Das played a pivotal
role in my growth, helping me overcome the
challenges of language barriers and instilling in me
the confidence to excel.

As time went on, I found myself surrounded by
friends who made every day at college a joy.

Shaibal Mitra
B.Com, Hons. 6" semester

Together, we attended classes, participated in group
activities, and marvelled at the facilities that our
government college offered—tacilities that rivalled
those of private institutions. It was hard to believe
that a government college could provide such a high
standard of education, with teachers who were so
dedicated to ensuring we understood every concept
in great detail. One teacher who left an indelible
mark on me was Dr. Pranay Moktan. His
extraordinary teaching skills inspired me to strive
tor excellence in everything I did, and I will always be
grateful for the wisdom he imparted.

Beyond academics, Surya Sen Mahavidyalaya
has equipped us with real-world skills that are
essential in today's fast-paced world. From learning
advanced technologies to engaging in group
presentations, wall magazines, and online seminars
with industry leaders, our college has prepared us to
tace the challenges of the future with confidence.
The exposure we received through these activities
has been invaluable in shaping our careers and
aspirations.

But it wasn't all work and no play. My college
years were filled with vibrant experiences, from
attending two mega concerts organised by our
college, where Bollywood-level artists performed, to
embarking on an educational travel expedition to
Kalimpong with the Commerce department. There,
we witnessed the fascinating process of Silk
Production—a memorable experience that added a
unique dimension to our education.

Looking back on these three years, I am
grateful for the opportunities and experiences that
Surya Sen Mahavidyalaya has provided me. This
college has imparted knowledge and shaped me into
a more confident, capable, and compassionate
individual. The memories I've made here will stay
with me forever, a testament to the incredible
journey of growth and learning that Surya Sen
Mahavidyalaya has facilitated.
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O ne evening, my brother came home a few
years ago after meeting his friends with a tiny
stray puppy in tow. The pup wasn't the cutest by
adoption standards, and my family didn't
immediately accept him. At first, they didn't like him,
though they still fed and gave him medicine. But love
didn't come instantly.

However, their hearts slowly began to warm
to him over the days and months that followed. We
eventually named him Bob, a name my brother gave
him. Soon, Bob became a beloved family member,
though his bond with my brother was the strongest.
They adored playing together.

One evening, while Bob was playing on the
terrace, a neighbour, our aunt, came by. Bob nipped at
her in his playful nature, and she made a scene, crying
and complaining to my parents. This was the day
when Bob's joyful world started to crumble. Our

Somedutta Mukherjee
English Honours, 6th Semester

parents, now facing complaints and complications,
made the painful decision to give him away. They did
this in secret, without telling me or my brother.

One morning, when my brother wasn't home,
a group of men—acquainted with my
father—arrived. A few minutes later, I realised they
had come to take Bob away. The shock hit me hard. I
cried, pleaded, and tried everything to stop them, but
it was in vain. I was left heartbroken, shaking with
tears, powerless to keep Bob with us.

That day, I thought maybe his destiny wasn't
meant for us. The short time we spent with Bob left
an indelible mark on our hearts—his unconditional
love and the memories we shared will remain with us
tforever. Perhaps God had other plans for him.

I don't know where he is now, or if he's even
alive. But Bob will forever live in our hearts.

06th Sep 2020 —07th Aug 2022
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Darjeeling : The Tranquil Queen of the Himalayas

D arjeeling, often called the "Queen of the
Hills," is a serene retreat in the eastern
Himalayas,

renowned for its natural beauty and
tranquillity. Perched at an altitude of over 2,000
meters, the town offers breathtaking views of the
mighty Kanchenjunga, whose snow-covered peaks
glisten in the morning sun, creating a stunning
contrast against the clear blue sky.

The lush tea gardens, with their neatly
trimmed rows of tea bushes, stretch across the
rolling hills, painting the landscape in varying
shades of green. These tea estates, where the world-
tamous Darjeeling tea is grown, exude a quiet charm
and provide a soothing backdrop to the town's
peaceful ambience.

The cool mountain air, fragrant with the
scent of pine and blooming rhododendrons, envelops
you as you explore the town's winding paths.
Colonial-era architecture, with its quaint bungalows
and churches, adds a touch of nostalgia, transporting
you to a bygone era.

In Darjeeling, time slows down. The serene
environment, punctuated by the gentle rustling of
leaves and distant calls of birds, offers a perfect
escape from the chaos of" urban life, allowing visitors
to reconnect with nature and find inner peace.
Darjeeling, nestled in the Himalayas, is a town where
beauty and tranquillity harmonize. The rolling hills,
draped in lush tea gardens, stretch out like a verdant

Nikita Jha
English Major, 3™ Semester

carpet, offering a feast for the eyes. On a clear day, the
snow-capped peaks of Kanchenjunga, the world's
third-highest mountain, stand majestically against
the azure sky, a sight that fills the heart with awe.

The serenity of Darjeeling is best experienced
in the early mornings when the mist softly blankets
the town, and the only sounds are the gentle rustling
of leaves and the occasional call of birds. As the day
progresses, the vibrant hues of blooming
rhododendrons and magnolias add colour to the
landscape, enhancing its charm.

The town's colonial architecture, with its
quaint cottages and historic churches, evokes a sense
of nostalgia and calm. Walking through the quiet
lanes, one feels a deep connection with nature, as the
cool, crisp air revitalizes the spirit. Darjeeling's
beauty lies not just in its picturesque landscapes but
in the peace it offers—a true escape from the hustle
and bustle of everyday life.

UNMESH
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T he Department of Sociology at Surya Sen
Mahavidyalaya organized an Outreach
Program from March 28th to March 31st, 2024. This
student-centric program involved 33 students from
the 6th Semester (Hons.) and 4 faculty members from
the department.

The state of Assam has 35 districts spread
across 5 divisions. Guwahati (including the state
capital, Dispur)is the largest city in Northeast India.

Our train reached Guwahati on March 29",
2024, around 8:30 am and we had two days to visit
places and make memories together. During our two-
day stay in Guwahati, we visited many famous places,
including Sri Umananda Temple ,Basistha Temple
,Balaji Temple,Paltan Bazar ,Maa Kamakhya Temple
,Assam State Zoo cum Botanical Garden.

The program's core objectives were to
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expand our knowledge, facilitate social interaction,
expose us to new cultures, provide out-of-classroom
learning, and build trust and strengthen student-
teacher relationships.

I was fortunate enough to experience this
outreach program during my last Semester of
college. The four days flew by like a joyous festival.
We had the opportunity to travel together and visit
spectacular places with historical and religious
significance. Visiting the Kamakhya Temple was the
most enjoyable part for me.

We also surveyed to learn more about Assamese
culture and economy. We discovered that:

e Over 2 million people gather at the
Ambubachi Mela, one of the biggest
religious festivals in eastern India, held at the
Kamakhya Temple in Assam, a border state.
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e Celebrated every year in June at the
Kamakhya Temple in Guwahati, the four-day
festival coincides with the Hindu month of
Asadha. The goddess is believed to undergo
her annual menstrual cycle during this time.

The "Ambubachi Mela" in Guwahati, a significant
annual religious festival held at the Kamakhya
Temple, typically positively impacts the local
economy. It attracts many pilgrims and tourists,
leading to increased spending on accommodation,
transportation, food, and souvenirs. This, in turn,
boosts revenue for businesses and individuals in the
area. Additionally, the festival often creates
temporary employment opportunities, particularly
in the hospitality and tourism sectors. Overall, the
Ambubachi Mela contributed to Guwahati's
economic growth during its duration.

We collected data through interviews with various
hotel workers, retailers, hawkers and vendors of
multiple shops adjacent to the Kamakhya temple as
well as in Paltan Bazaar. From this survey, we find
that most of the small business people belong to
Guwabhati and do business there. This survey reveals

that very few people come from outside Guwahati
city and do business here. A collection of various
Assamese handicraft items can be seen here.

We brought some Assamese traditional items
(handicrafts) available in Paltan Bazar, Guwabhati,
like,Jhapi (cane made farming cap),Cotton gamusa
(khada),Assamese jewellery (Cane earrings, Bamboo
bangles)Assam silk (Muga Silk),Mekhela chador
(traditional Assamese garment) etc.

This outreach program was valuable for us. It
provided us with insights into the rich Assamese
culture, opportunities to observe and gain
knowledge about religious heritage, a chance to
understand the interrelationship between tourism
and the economy and much more. It was also a
pleasant time spent with classmates and faculty, a
delighttul experience fostering friendship and
harmony. We are grateful to our esteemed faculty
members of the Sociology Department and our
honourable Principal of Surya Sen Mahavidyalaya
for providing such a fantastic opportunity. This will
be an unforgettable memory for a lifetime.

65 UNMESH | 2024



Exploring Sericulture in Kalimpong: A Journey of Learning
and Discovery

I the 9th of May 2024, a group of 6th-
semester commerce students embarked on an
exciting journey to the Sericulture Center in
KRalimpong, accompanied by our dedicated teachers
— Smt. Reema Doma Sherpa, Sri Sujay Chakrabarti,
Smt. Babita Prasad, Smt. Sulekha Das, Smt. Sruti
Sengupta, Dr. Pranay Moktan, and Sri Yogesh
Rumar Agarwal.

Our adventure began promptly at 6:45 am as
we departed for our destination. After four hours of
driving, we arrived at our desired destination. The
true motive of this visit is to study the Sericulture
industry of Kalimpong. We also learned how silk
thread is produced. What is the Geographical
importance of Kalimpong for the silk industry? How
does the silk industry work? Why is silk more
organic fabric than others? The director of the
Kalimpong Sericulture industry gave the answers to
these questions. We also learned about the different
types of silkworms (Mulberry, Muga, Eri, Tasar),
which are used to produce silk thread. Mulberry is
the most common type of silkworm in the world and
has been a part of Indian and East Asian textile and
economic cultures for centuries. This silkworm only
eats the leaves of the Mulberry tree. Muga is the
most challenging type to breed as it lives in large
trees. Muga silk is also known as the pride of Assam
as it has greater importance in Assamese culture. A
unique type of yellow-golden silk is produced from
muga silkworms. The director also briefed us about
the life cycle of mulberry silkworm. The director
also briefly discussed the life cycle of the mulberry
silkworm, which is completed in 45-55 days and
consists of four stages: egg, larva, pupa and moth.
The egg stage lasts 9-10 days, the larva stage is 24-28
days, the pupa stage is 8-10 days, and the moth stage
is 3-4 days. Silkworms cover their bodies with thin
fibres called cocoons at the moth stage. The cocoons
are collected and boiled in water to kill the
silkworms. The cocoons are then unwrapped to get
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silk fibre, which is then woven into fabric. Only the
breeding process of silkworms takes place in the
hilly regions of Kalimpong, while the remaining
production processes are carried out in the plains of
West Bengal and other states. The Silk farmers of
Kalimpong are particularly associated with breeding
Mulberry silkworms. The Sericulture industry of
Kalimpong helps the local people earn extra money
through Silkworm breeding. This industry supports
the local economy and provides significant
employment opportunities in Kalimpong.

After our enlightening visit, we headed to
Delo Park, where we saw the true beauty of
Kalimpong. The Delo park consists of different
varieties of flowers, and it has a beautiful cottage. We
played there and took plenty of pictures with friends,
teachers and nature.

As the sun set, we went to Teesta Valley for
dinner. We were served different food types, which
ultimately filled our stomachs. At around 9 pm, we
said goodbye to Teesta Valley and started our
journey back to Siliguri. After a few hours on the
road, we reached our destination. We were tired but
happy, reflecting on the day's adventures and the
beautiful sights of Kalimpong.

The trip was an unforgettable adventure,
combining education with the joy of  discovery.
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A Year in Focus: College Life through the Lens"

From vibrant cultural festivals to academic seminars and outreach
programs, our college has been a hub of dynamie aetivities
throughout the year. This section captures a curated collection of
moments that reflect the spirit, ereativity, and collaboration of our
community. Each image tells a story of engagement, growth, and
the unity that defines our college experience.
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Celebrating 25 Years of Excellence: A Journey
of Growth and Achievements

-Ill..‘l!’ll JUBILEE YEAH

88-3011)

DATGAN DAY CELE!
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Fostering Holistic Development: Our co-curricular
activities empower students to excel beyond Academics

Faculty Exchange Program Invited Lecture in Dept
in Dept of Education of Geography

Orientation Program of the Language Learning
Centre, Department of English
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Snapshots of engaged minds in action, capturing the essence
of participative leaming through collaboration and creativity

-y
Aéiiil

il -

Student Centric Wall Magazine
Seminar of Department published by Dept of

of English & Bengali Political Science

LD =

Chart and Model

Group Discussion Exhibition by Department
Department of Geography of Geography
4 Jﬂl' (5
Poster Presentation by Seminar and Panel
Dept of Sociology Discussion organised by

Dept of English
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Capturing Learning in Action: A Glimpse into Experiential
Adventures

Industrial Visit by
Department of Chemistry

Social outreach program by

Department of Geography

Dartp_nt ._{.'f Pol St;_ience

1Y 2T . W e
Social outreach program by Study Tour by
Department of Sociology Department of English
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Building Leaders, Serving Communities: NCC
and NSS in Fs

ar
o

e :
f:?-*‘;r.i‘;rt_. -

fii ) L el .
NCC Cadet Avimanyu NSS volunteer Sunandan
Singh got the opportunity  Dey received Rashtriya
to represent West Bengal Prerna Doot Award
organised by minitry of
external affairs India and

Priya Rai and Ksitij Chhetri
have been selected for the
PM
: 8 Rally and represented in the
O s SN SN® i  Cultural segment at the

NSS volunteer awarded with Republic

Mithla Global Award Day Camp 2024.
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Engaging as One: A Chronicle of Our College
Cell Experiences

| N §

Outreach program

=, I !
R 4 £3 _'-_;-:5.- 4 I

Outdoor Gender organised at Nabodisha
Sensitization Camp Home for Female
organised at Nichbasa by destitutes
Womeb's Cell and ICC by Womeb’s Cell and ICC

] 1' -

Saturday-Rostra Sima Anti-Ragging Day
Barman, Dept. of Mathematics observation

W

F Observation of World

S oS o, Wetlands' Day organised by

Greenery Activity Eco Club and Department
of Environmental Studies

__.".‘ et *1:\! e

78 UNMESH | 2024



Vivid Portrayals of Cultural Expressions that Celebrates the
Diverse Talents and Traditions of our College Community
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Honouring the Lasting Bond with our Alma Mater
through Vibrant Alumni Involvement

Donated Digital Sound System for the College Seminar
Hall

Donated 114 books to Alumni Association Book bank
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The college. proudly secured
the first position as the Best
Performing College under’'the
Siliguri Sub-division | for” the
successful implementationof
the Kanyashree Prakalpa“ in
2023-24. Principal Dr. P.K.
Mishra is seen receiving the
prestigious award from the
Honble Mayor of Siliguri, Shri
Gautam Deb.

NCC cadets SUO Avay Kumar Thapa (RDC) and SUO Ashlesha
Sharma (TSC), of Surya Sen Mahavidyalaya NCC Unit received the
Governor's Medal highest Honour in Presence of Governor of West
Bengal at Governor's House
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"What sculpture is to a block of marble, education is to the human
soul. The philosopher, the saint, the hero, the wise, and the good, or
the great, very often lie hid and concealed in a plebeian, which a

proper education migh[ have disinterred and hruught to lig]‘ll‘."

Joseph Addison, "The Spectaror”, No. 215, November 6, 1711

Surya Sen Mahavidvalava,

Surya Sen Colony, Block B, Siliguri 734004
PRINTED bY MAM COMPUTER hitps://suryasencollege.org in/
HAKIMPARA SILIGURI

Mobile : 98320-96361
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